


- Ideally the two agricultural / irrigation tariffs should take the form of: 
1. Time of Use Tariff – Irrigators using the now obsolete / transitional farm / irrigation time of 

use tariffs already have the metering and irrigation infrastructure in place and should be 
incentivised in the form of an irrigation time of use tariff to continuing using their water in 
this way. 

2. Flat Rate Tariff – Irrigators using the now obsolete / transitional irrigation flat rate tariffs 
are base load users who pump at a steady rate every day for a set time period. The 
majority also fall into the definition of a Large User as they are using overhead irrigation 
systems to irrigate large areas. If forced off of the existing flat rate irrigation tariffs these 
irrigators will see increases of in excess of 200% on their existing electricity bills. 

 Retaining a flat rate irrigation tariff will alleviate the need for irrigators to be forced 
onto Large User tariffs which will ultimately send them broke. It will also ensure 
that they are able to fully utilise the costly metering and irrigation pumping 
infrastructure which they have built on their farms specifically for these tariffs. 

 


