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Context 
Barker Barambah Water Supply Scheme 
(Barker Barambah) prices were set 
(gazetted) for the period 2020-21 through 
to 2024-25 (current period) via Rural 
Pricing Direction Notices issued by the 
Queensland Treasurer in 20201, 20212 and 
20233.  

In early 2023, the Queensland Government 
directed the Queensland Competition 
Authority (the QCA) to recommend prices 
for Barker Barambah irrigation services for 
the next price path period, covering 1 July 
2025 to 30 June 2029. 

This scheme level summary forms part of 
Sunwater’s submission to the QCA and 
provides irrigation customers with an 
overview of our proposal. It should be read 
in conjunction with the complete 
submission and includes: 

• proposed prices and their basis 

• engagement with customers, their 
feedback and how it was addressed. 

• operating and renewals expenditure 
forecasts 

• the overall revenue requirement. 

Entitlements and usage 
Barker Barambah holds total water access 
entitlements (WAE) of 34,315ML (Figure 1). 
Most entitlements are medium priority and 
held by customers who use water for 
irrigation purposes.  

Long-term (20-year) average annual usage 
in the scheme is 11,155ML per annum. This 
is equivalent to 32.5 per cent of total WAE, 
down from 42.0 per cent at the time of the 
last irrigation pricing review.  

Tariff groups 

Barker Barambah has two different tariff 
groups, which are differentiated based on 
cost as set out in Table 1. 

Redgate Relift customers (and their 
entitlements) are identified as a separate 
group within Sunwater’s billing system.  

 

 
Figure 1 - Barker Barambah water access entitlements (as at 30 June 2023) 

 
 

 

 
1 Queens and Government Gazette No. 67 (Ju y 2020) 
Sunwater Rural Water Pricing Direction Notice (No. 1) 2020 
2 Queens and Government Gazette No. 25 (June 2021) 
Sunwater Rural Water Pricing Direction Notice (No. 1) 2021 

3 Queens and Government Gazette No. 54 (March 2021) 
Sunwater Irrigation Water Pricing Direction Notice (No. 1) 
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Forum: Face-to-face engagement with Barker 
Barambah customers 

Theme: Outline Sunwater s pricing proposal, having 
taken into account customer feedback and preferences 

No attendees Not applicable  

Forum: Teams webinar, all schemes invited  

Theme: Outline Sunwater s pricing proposal, having 
taken into account customer feedback and preferences 

7 RAB v annuity 
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Appendix - Correspondence 





 

Calculation of commercial charges by Sunwater   

11. Commercial charges set by Sunwater are based on full recovery of operational, maintenance, 
administrative costs, return on capital, taxes etc. The Holders believe that the local Sunwater 
employees try very hard and are good to deal with.  Unfortunately, it is plain to the Holders 
however that aspects of Sunwater are not operating efficiently and inadequate focus is made 
on cost reduction on a day to day business basis.  Some examples include: 

• repairs to the pump, the cost of which was excessive.   

• Bundaberg tradesmen are used in circumstances where it would be far more cost 
effective to use local tradesmen for installation and repair work 

State Government 

12. The State Government has final control over irrigation prices but takes into account 
recommendations by Sunwater.   

13. What is absent in all of the material that has been published is an economic analysis of the 
current charges and the impact that the increases will have on the Holders and their 
businesses. That analysis must be undertaken so that Sunwater can give a balanced 
recommendation to the State Government.  

14. The State Government will not wish to see viable agribusinesses cease as a consequence of 
these new charges. Unemployment is a significant problem in the South Burnett.  

Electricity charges 

15. It appears Sunwater has not properly considered the various means by which pumping costs 
could be materially reduced whether through financial assistances or grants from the State 
Government, Federal Government or otherwise. The review should include a proper 
investigation of: 

a) solar power;  

b) increasing the height of the wall of the Rayham Francis Weir;  

c) increasing the size of the pipe;  

d) utilising flows of Barambah Creek; 

e) weir upgrade. 

16. If that work has been undertaken in relation to alternatives Sunwater has explored to reduce 
pumping costs (solar, water, reworking the delivery system etc) then that information should 
be shared with the Holders.  

17. In addition the following information should be shared with the Holders: 

a) specific pumping costs past 10 years; 
 
b) cost and volume of water pumped against water used by growers and charged from 

water meters; 
 

c) details of recent pump replacement/upgrade, cost and revised output – the Holders are 
concerned that the delivery output has reduced and if that has occurred to determine 
what the cost is to the Holders. 

 
 
 


















